
teacher christmas party ideas
teacher christmas party ideas can transform a typical holiday gathering into
an unforgettable celebration filled with joy, camaraderie, and festive
spirit. Planning a successful teacher Christmas party requires thoughtful
consideration of themes, activities, and refreshments that cater to
educators’ tastes and preferences. This article explores a variety of
creative and engaging ideas to ensure the party is enjoyable and memorable
for all attendees. From unique themes and interactive games to delicious menu
options and meaningful gift exchanges, these teacher Christmas party ideas
cover all essential aspects. The suggestions also emphasize inclusivity and
relaxation, recognizing the hard work teachers put in throughout the year.
Read on to discover effective strategies and inspiration for hosting a
remarkable holiday event that fosters team spirit and appreciation.
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Creative Themes for Teacher Christmas Parties

Choosing a theme sets the tone for any successful teacher Christmas party. A
well-selected theme can enhance the festive atmosphere and make the event
more memorable. Themes can range from traditional holiday motifs to more
modern or humorous concepts, accommodating the diverse personalities of
teaching staff.

Classic Holiday Themes

Classic themes such as “Winter Wonderland,” “Santa’s Workshop,” or “Ugly
Christmas Sweater” parties are perennial favorites. These themes evoke warm,
nostalgic feelings and encourage attendees to dress festively, contributing
to a lively and spirited environment.



Unique and Fun Themes

For a more distinctive event, consider themes like “Christmas Movie
Marathon,” “Holiday Around the World,” or “Festive Pajama Party.” These ideas
add an element of novelty and creativity, inviting teachers to engage in
themed activities and decorations that reflect the chosen concept.

Cozy and Relaxed Themes

Sometimes, simplicity is preferred. Themes such as “Hot Cocoa and Cookies,”
“Fireside Chat,” or “Quiet Night In” promote a relaxed and intimate
gathering, perfect for teachers seeking a low-key celebration after a busy
year.

Engaging Activities and Games

Incorporating interactive games and activities into the party agenda
encourages participation, breaks the ice, and fosters a sense of community
among teachers. Well-planned entertainment keeps energy levels high and
ensures everyone has a good time.

Holiday Trivia and Quiz Games

Holiday-themed trivia games test knowledge on Christmas traditions, history,
and popular culture. These games can be played in teams, promoting
collaboration and friendly competition. Printable trivia sheets or digital
quiz platforms can facilitate the activity efficiently.

Secret Santa and Gift Exchange Games

Organizing a Secret Santa or White Elephant gift exchange adds excitement and
anticipation to the party. To keep the process fair and fun, set clear
guidelines regarding gift price limits and themes. Variations such as “Themed
Gift Exchange” or “Charity Gift Swap” can also be incorporated.

Creative Crafting Sessions

Crafting activities like ornament making, holiday card creation, or wreath



decorating offer a hands-on way to engage guests. These crafts can double as
party favors, allowing teachers to take home personalized mementos of the
celebration.

Photo Booth with Props

A designated photo booth area equipped with holiday-themed props encourages
guests to capture memories. This activity adds a fun visual element to the
party and provides keepsakes for social media sharing or staff newsletters.

Delicious Food and Drink Options

Food and beverages are central to any festive gathering. Offering a well-
curated menu that caters to a variety of tastes and dietary restrictions
ensures that all teachers feel included and satisfied.

Festive Appetizers and Finger Foods

Providing bite-sized appetizers allows guests to mingle and eat comfortably.
Popular options include cheese and charcuterie boards, mini quiches, stuffed
mushrooms, and holiday-themed canapés. Including vegetarian and gluten-free
choices is essential.

Seasonal Desserts and Treats

Classic holiday desserts such as gingerbread cookies, peppermint bark, and
eggnog-flavored treats add sweetness to the celebration. Incorporating a
dessert buffet where guests can sample a variety of confections is often well
received.

Warm and Cold Beverage Selections

Offering a mix of warm beverages like hot cocoa, mulled cider, and coffee
alongside cold options such as sparkling water and festive cocktails caters
to different preferences. Non-alcoholic choices should always be available to
accommodate all attendees.



Gift Exchange Ideas

Gift exchanges are a popular component of teacher Christmas parties,
promoting generosity and fun. Thoughtful planning ensures the exchange is
enjoyable and avoids awkwardness or confusion.

Secret Santa Guidelines

Secret Santa exchanges work best with clear rules. Establishing a spending
limit, setting a gift theme (such as books, school supplies, or holiday
décor), and arranging a gift reveal process keeps the activity organized and
engaging.

White Elephant Exchange

The White Elephant gift exchange involves humorous or quirky presents, adding
a playful element to the party. Encouraging guests to bring amusing,
inexpensive items creates laughter and lively interaction among participants.

Charity-Based Gift Exchange

Incorporating a charitable aspect, such as donating gifts to a local cause or
selecting presents that support ethical brands, adds meaning to the exchange.
This approach aligns with the spirit of giving and community support during
the holidays.

Decorations and Ambiance

Creating the right ambiance through decorations is crucial for immersing
guests in the holiday spirit. Thoughtful décor complements the chosen theme
and enhances the overall party experience.

Lighting and Centerpieces

Soft, warm lighting using string lights, candles, or lanterns creates a cozy
atmosphere. Centerpieces featuring pinecones, holly, ornaments, or miniature
Christmas trees add visual interest to tables and gathering areas.



Wall and Ceiling Decorations

Garlands, wreaths, and festive banners help transform the venue. Hanging
paper snowflakes or stars from the ceiling adds dimension and reinforces the
seasonal theme without overwhelming the space.

Personalized Touches

Including personalized elements such as name tags, custom ornaments, or
themed table settings shows attention to detail and makes teachers feel
valued. Incorporating school colors or logos subtly into the décor can also
promote school pride.

Planning Tips and Considerations

Effective planning is essential for a smooth and enjoyable teacher Christmas
party. Attention to logistics, budget, and inclusivity ensures the event
meets expectations and accommodates all participants.

Budget Management

Establishing a clear budget early in the planning process guides decisions
regarding venue, food, and entertainment. Collaborative funding, such as
pooling contributions from the staff or seeking sponsorships from local
businesses, can help expand options.

Venue Selection

Choosing an accessible and comfortable venue is important. Options range from
school facilities and local restaurants to community centers or private
homes. Consider factors like parking, space, and facilities when making a
selection.

Scheduling and Invitations

Scheduling the party at a convenient time, typically after school hours or on
a weekend, maximizes attendance. Sending clear invitations with all relevant
details and RSVP requests facilitates accurate planning for food and seating.



Inclusivity and Sensitivity

Given the diverse backgrounds of teaching staff, it is important to ensure
the party is inclusive of all cultural and religious perspectives. Avoiding
overly religious themes and offering varied food options promotes a welcoming
environment.

Choose a fitting theme to enhance the festive mood

Incorporate interactive games and creative activities

Offer a diverse menu with attention to dietary needs

Plan thoughtful gift exchanges with clear guidelines

Decorate with ambiance-boosting elements

Manage logistics carefully to ensure smooth execution

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some fun themes for a teacher Christmas
party?
Popular themes for a teacher Christmas party include Ugly Sweater, Winter
Wonderland, Christmas Movie Marathon, and Holiday Pajama Party, which
encourage festive attire and create a joyful atmosphere.

How can I organize a Secret Santa gift exchange for
a teacher Christmas party?
To organize a Secret Santa gift exchange, set a budget, draw names
anonymously ahead of time using online tools or paper slips, and establish
clear gift guidelines to ensure everyone receives a thoughtful present within
the budget.

What are some engaging activities to include in a
teacher Christmas party?
Engaging activities include holiday trivia games, Christmas karaoke, ornament
decorating, a cookie decorating contest, and a white elephant gift exchange
to keep the party lively and interactive.



How can I make the teacher Christmas party inclusive
for everyone?
Make the party inclusive by considering diverse dietary needs, offering non-
alcoholic drink options, choosing neutral themes that respect different
cultures, and providing activities that accommodate various interests and
abilities.

What are budget-friendly decoration ideas for a
teacher Christmas party?
Budget-friendly decorations include DIY paper snowflakes, string lights,
homemade centerpieces using pinecones and greenery, repurposed ornaments, and
printable holiday banners to create a festive environment without
overspending.

How can food and drinks be planned for a teacher
Christmas party?
Plan a potluck where each attendee brings a dish, or organize simple finger
foods like cheese platters, mini sandwiches, and holiday cookies. Include a
mix of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages to cater to all preferences.

Additional Resources
1. Jolly Jingles: Creative Christmas Party Ideas for Teachers
This book offers a festive collection of engaging activities and decorations
tailored specifically for teacher Christmas parties. It includes easy-to-
follow DIY crafts, themed games, and gift exchange ideas that foster
camaraderie among staff. Perfect for educators looking to create a joyful and
memorable holiday celebration at school.

2. Classroom Cheer: Holiday Party Planning for Teachers
Designed with busy teachers in mind, this guide provides practical tips for
organizing a stress-free Christmas party. From budget-friendly decor to
inclusive party games, it helps educators bring the holiday spirit to their
staff rooms. Additionally, it features recipes and playlists to keep the
festivities lively and enjoyable.

3. Seasonal Sparkle: Festive Ideas for Teacher Gatherings
Seasonal Sparkle is packed with innovative themes and creative touches to
elevate any teacher Christmas party. The book emphasizes team-building
activities and thoughtful ways to recognize staff achievements during the
holidays. It also includes printable invitations and customizable party
templates that save planning time.

4. Holiday Harmony: Fun and Festive Teacher Party Activities
This resource focuses on engaging and interactive activities that promote



unity among school staff during the Christmas season. From secret Santa
variations to collaborative craft projects, it encourages participation from
all attendees. The book also offers guidance on accommodating diverse
cultural traditions in holiday celebrations.

5. Winter Wonderland: Decorating and Entertainment for Teacher Christmas
Parties
Winter Wonderland provides inspiration for transforming any teacher lounge
into a cozy, festive space. It highlights simple yet stunning decoration
ideas alongside music and entertainment suggestions ideal for school
settings. The book also shares tips for organizing potluck-style dinners and
dessert swaps.

6. Festive Fun: Games and Gift Exchanges for Teacher Parties
This book compiles a variety of lively games and creative gift exchange
formats perfect for teacher Christmas parties. It includes instructions for
icebreakers, trivia contests, and themed secret Santa events that keep the
mood upbeat. The author also suggests ways to tailor activities to different
group sizes and preferences.

7. Cozy Celebrations: Hosting Memorable Teacher Holiday Parties
Cozy Celebrations offers a step-by-step guide to planning warm, inviting
holiday gatherings for educators. It covers everything from venue setup and
menu planning to entertainment and party favors. Readers will find advice on
balancing professional and casual tones to ensure a comfortable atmosphere.

8. Christmas Cheers: Unique Party Ideas for Teachers and Staff
This book explores unconventional and creative ideas for teacher Christmas
parties that break from tradition. It encourages themed dress codes,
interactive workshops, and charitable activities that engage the whole staff.
The suggestions help build a sense of community while celebrating the festive
season.

9. Teacher Tidings: Holiday Party Planning Made Easy
Teacher Tidings simplifies the party planning process with checklists,
timelines, and resource guides tailored for school environments. It
emphasizes efficient organization and inclusive event design to accommodate
diverse staff needs. The book also shares success stories and tips from
experienced educators.
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  teacher christmas party ideas: Team Teaching and Team Learning in the Language
Classroom Akira Tajino, Tim Stewart, David Dalsky, 2015-12-14 This book reignites discussion on
the importance of collaboration and innovation in language education. The pivotal difference
highlighted in this volume is the concept of team learning through collaborative relationships such
as team teaching. It explores ways in which team learning happens in ELT environments and what
emerges from these explorations is a more robust concept of team learning in language education.
Coupled with this deeper understanding, the value of participant research is emphasised by defining
the notion of ‘team’ to include all participants in the educational experience. Authors in this volume
position practice ahead of theory as they struggle to make sense of the complex phenomena of
language teaching and learning. The focus of this book is on the nexus between ELT theory and
practice as viewed through the lens of collaboration. The volume aims to add to the current
knowledge base in order to bridge the theory-practice gap regarding collaboration for innovation in
language classrooms.
  teacher christmas party ideas: Piano Teacher's Guide to Creative Composition Carol Klose,
2011-09-01 (Educational Piano Library). This book is meant to assist teachers who wish to introduce
their students to creative composition but have limited lesson time available and feel the need for
some direction in starting and continuing the process successfully. The process involves devoting as
little as five minutes of lesson time to composition, but at every lesson over a period of, for example,
six to eight weeks. Suggestions in the concise Lesson Plans help bring about gradual changes or
improvements from week to week that are enough to keep the piece developing, and, more
importantly, to keep the student immersed and motivated in the process.
  teacher christmas party ideas: Teacher Narrative as Critical Inquiry Joy S. Ritchie, David
E. Wilson, 2000 Research on teacher learning has too often excluded personal development in
considering professional development. This timely book argues that the development of a
professional identity is inextricable from personal identity. It suggests that when teachers are given
the opportunity to compose their own stories of learning within a supportive community, they can
then begin to compose new narratives of identity and practice. This book is a critical tool for
educators seeking to refine their teaching practice and author their own development.
  teacher christmas party ideas: Creative Teaching From A-Z Donna Byrne Vorenkamp,
2005-05-25 Creative teaching from A-Z is a hands-on guide for teachers to help them incorporate
innovative learning techniques in their classroom. It includes an original test taking skills rap song,
a brand new and original writing model, and reproducible pages. It is focused on language arts
activities, but it also includes math, classroom management ideas, and holiday activities. Each
chapter represents a letter of the alphabet and offers a unique teaching idea starting with a letter of
the alphabet. The intended market for this book is the elementary school teacher, especially 3-6
grades. However, there are a few chapters that target the K-2 classrooms. There are other
workbooks on the market, but this book has original ideas that students and teachers will love.
  teacher christmas party ideas: Creative Approaches to Teaching Primary RE Maggie Webster,
2014-06-11 As an increasingly significant aspect of primary teaching, Creative Approaches to
Teaching Primary RE is the essential companion to help bring creativity to life in the classroom. The
text begins with a discussion of creative education and the value of Religious Education, moving on
to reflect on the cross-curricular nature of the subject, exploring ways of introducing creativity to
the classroom, through the medium of Religious Education. Each chapter provides ideas and
activities demonstrating how pedagogy and theory can be applied in practice within a school setting.
The inclusion of case studies will help you consider how to develop creative approaches in all
curriculum areas. This book invites you to ask questions such as: · What is Creative Education? ·
Why should RE be included in the ever-changing curriculum? · How can I use Religious Education to
generate a more creative environment in the classroom?
  teacher christmas party ideas: A Medieval Christmas Gr. 4-6 , Turn your classroom into a
great hall and celebrate Christmas with your students, medieval style. Includes information cards
with follow-up activities focus on Christmas in the Middle Ages, Mumming, Medieval Traditions, St.



George and the Dragon, a Christmas Feast in the Middle Ages and Saint Nicholas. Students are
asked to compare a Medieval Christmas to a modern-day Christmas.
  teacher christmas party ideas: Ideas for Teacher Planning Austin Association for the
Education of Young Children, 1973
  teacher christmas party ideas: Teaching as an Act of Love Richard Lakin, 2007-11-30 The
author, a former elementary school teacher and principal, conveys in this collection of
thought-provoking, humorous and heartwarming pieces, written over the past 35 years, that
teaching and learning are essentially acts of love. Richard Lakin's collection is geared to teachers,
principals, parents, and all those concerned with making schools more loving and effective for each
child. He presents a close look at his school staff working together to create both a caring,
challenging learning environment and a real partnership between school and home. In today's high
stakes and test obsessed world, Teaching as an Act of Love encourages teachers as they remember
why they entered teaching in the first place-to zero in on the individual child, the whole child and
encourage the love of learning. In the 55 informative and optimistic pieces in the book, Richard
proposes more personalized smaller caring schools of choice, where the child comes first, where
bureaucracy, testing and NCLB are minimized and where a loving school climate and kindness
prevail. Just right for leisurely inspirational reading-a great gift for teachers or teachers in-training A
perfect springboard for thought-provoking discussions and to explore new directions in Teacher
and/or Parent Study Groups Visit Richard's website www.thanks2teachers.com
  teacher christmas party ideas: Normal Instructor and Teachers World , 1930
  teacher christmas party ideas: White Christian Privilege Khyati Y. Joshi, 2021-09-14 A
pervasive Christian privilege dominates the United States today. Christian beliefs, norms, and
practices infuse our society, and lie embedded in our institutions, even dictating the structure of our
week -- from Sunday closings for the Christian Sabbath to blue laws restricting the sale of alcohol.
The US is recognized as the most religiously diverse country in the world, and yet Christianity has
always been integral to the country's national identity. These customs, which many of us have come
to see as natural features of American life, keep the freedom of religion declared in the pages of the
Constitution from becoming a reality. White Christian Privilege traces Christianity's influence on the
American experiment from before the founding of the Republic to the social movements of today.
Mapping the way through centuries of salvery, westward expansion, immigration, and citizenship
laws, the volume also reveals how Christian privilege in the US has always been entangled with
notions of white supremacy. Drawing on the voices of Christians and religious minorities, Khyati Y.
Joshi explores how Christian privilege and white racial norms affect the lives of all Americans, often
in subtle ways that society overlooks. By shining a light on the inequalities these privileges create,
Joshi highlights a way forward, urging readers to help remake America as a diverse democracy with
a commitment to true religious freedom.
  teacher christmas party ideas: If He's Not Your Soulmate He's Just Another John Anita Dial,
2020-02-19 In a perfect world, when you meet your Soulmate you know it. The moment you meet
your whole life changes. This person makes you forget about everyone else. From that moment on
you are totally in love with them. They are on your mind all the time. You see their face everywhere
you look. You get married and spend the rest of your life loving each other till death do you part. But
in the real world, when you meet someone you make yourself believe this person is the one. You
want to believe they are the person you want to spend the rest of your life with. But life don’t always
go the way you plan. So during your lifetime you have many experiences that will set the tone for
your life. What you learn from those experiences will shape and mold you into the person that you
will become.
  teacher christmas party ideas: The Education of Young Children D.E.M. Gardner,
2021-10-23 First published in 1956, The Education of Young Children is focused on presenting the
psychological needs of children within education, following several talks given by the author at
conferences for teachers of young children. The book highlights the importance of meeting all
aspects of a child’s needs. It demonstrates that physical, emotional, social, and intellectual needs are



all intrinsically connected and fundamental to education and development. It also puts forward the
significance of Nursery Schools and the training given to Nursery School teachers, as well as the
influence of Nursery Schools on Infant Schools. The Education of Young Children will appeal to
those with an interest in the history and psychology of education.
  teacher christmas party ideas: The Yoga Teacher Alexandra Gray, 2008-08-12 This novel of a
British woman’s decision to ditch her job and devote herself to yoga is “drolly funny...a winning
depiction of a modern spiritual quest” (Kirkus Reviews). Grace is a pharmaceutical rep, making good
money visiting doctors to pitch her company’s latantidepressant, a job that’s been getting sort
of...depressing. So is her long-term relationship, which has been slowly fizzling out. The one thing
that makes her feel better, that allows her to transcend her unsatisfying life, is yoga class. Then,
inspired by a conversation with Dr. James, a physician interested in Eastern medicine, Grace decides
to pursue a new path as a yoga teacher. After a trip to California to study at the White Lotus
Foundation, she returns to London to start her new life. But teacher training did not prepare her for
the motley crew of students she encounters—the octogenarian industrialist desperate for distraction;
the supermodel who indulges yogic aspirations when she tires of kabbalah; the American film star
who uses yoga classes to conceal a scandalous affair. Her one solace comes from her
correspondence with Dr. James—now in Vietnam on a quest of his own. Both inspiring and hilarious,
The Yoga Teacher gently skewers our preference for a quick-fix nirvana over the rigor of
practice—as it follows one woman’s search for love and meaning in a world numbed by materialism
and psychotropic drugs. “Gray portrays the world of Westernized yoga, from its true disciples to
spandex-wrapped poseurs, in this uplifting tale of starting over...an inspiration for anyone who’s
ever yearned to pursue a dream.”—Publishers Weekly
  teacher christmas party ideas: A Change and a Parting Barbara S. Yambura, 2018-02-27
Barbara Yambura was truly an Amana Dauther, descendant of a people in whose tradition and
lineage she took pride. She delighted in sharing her rich Amana experiences and the vivid memories
of her youth and young womanhood. In this personal account, she has been sensitive to the
significance of this unique social experiment and sympathetic to the inevitable change destined to
occur. ‘Anna’s’ story is, in truth, an authentic chronicle which will serve history for many years to
come. “This account of a typical childhood as experienced by those isolated from the outside world
should be read as a piece of authentic Americana, and as Americana it is recommended.”—Library
Journal
  teacher christmas party ideas: Innovations in Teaching and Learning: International
Approaches in Developing Teacher Education and Curriculum for The Future Marco Ferreira,
Lawrence Meda, Markus Talvio, 2024-04-16 During the last few years, teachers across cultures have
faced a lot of unprecedented demands in developing their methods in instruction. Population
mobility, unstable labour market and globalisation change society around us rapidly. In addition,
education per se is constantly changing, and redefining and modifying learning and teaching
environments are an ongoing process. For example, modern educational psychology, including
positive psychology movements emphasizing collaborative knowledge creation, calls teachers to
facilitate their students’ learning and wellbeing and to create a positive learning environment
instead of using traditional frontal teaching and other teacher-centered methods. Digital revolution
has challenged teachers to adapt new educational settings and to update their pedagogical
approaches into more use of digital solutions. Indeed, the COVID-19 pandemic propelled the
teachers to offer new optimal learning experiences.
  teacher christmas party ideas: Realities of Teachers' Work Sandra Acker, 1999-04-01 The
Realities of Teacher' Work: Never a Dull Moment follows the fortunes of the teachers at Hillview
Primary School over ten years. It explores what it is like to be a primary or elementary school
teacher in an urban school with about 200 children, mixed in social class and ethnicity, and suggests
what we may learn from them for the future.Sandra Acker links her research with other literature on
teachers' work, and describes the school as a workplace, focusing on four key features: the
characteristics of the children, the school's physical setting, the available resources, and the ethos of



the school.She successfully places us in the classroom giving vivid images of daily interactions with
the children, and shows too how teaching extends far beyond the classroom door. The book explores
the caring culture that has developed among the teachers and helps them to cope with the
difficulties they encounter. It also considers the school as located in the wider community by looking
at changes in teachers' careers over time and the effects on Hillview of recent educational
reform.This book shows us how and why we need to revise our assumptions about schools and
teachers and see them not as isolated individuals in closed classrooms and self-contained schools,
but as an integral part of a much broader community. Above all, it shows that teaching is hard,
demanding work that is influenced by workplace cultures and the gendered expectations society
holds about teachers.
  teacher christmas party ideas: Pedagogy for Creative Problem Solving Peter Merrotsy,
2017-05-08 This book provides students and practising teachers with a solid, research-based
framework for understanding creative problem solving and its related pedagogy. Practical and
accessible, it equips readers with the knowledge and skills to approach their own solutions to the
creative problem of teaching for creative problem solving. First providing a firm grounding in the
history of problem solving, the nature of a problem, and the history of creativity and its
conceptualisation, the book then critically examines current educational practices, such as creativity
and problem solving models and common classroom teaching strategies. This is followed by a
detailed analysis of key pedagogical ideas important for creative problem solving: creativity and
cognition, creative problem solving environments, and self regulated learning. Finally, the ideas
debated and developed are drawn together to form a solid foundation for teaching for creative
problem solving, and presented in a model called Middle C. Middle C is an evidence-based model of
pedagogy for creative problem solving. It comprises 14 elements, each of which is necessary for
quality teaching that will provide students with the knowledge, skills, structures and support to
express their creative potential. As well as emphasis on the importance of self regulated learning, a
new interpretation of Pólya's heuristic is presented.
  teacher christmas party ideas: Life in a Japanese Women's College Brian J. McVeigh,
2013-09-13 One third of the Japanese female workforce are 'office ladies' and their training takes
place in the many women's junior colleges. Office ladies are low-wage, low-status secretaries who
have little or no job security. Brian J. McVeigh draws on his experience as a teacher at one such
institution to explore the cultural and social processes used to promote 'femininity' in Japanese
women. His detailed and ethnographically-informed study considers how the students of these
institutions are socialized to fit their future dual roles of employees and mothers, and illuminates the
sociopolitical role that the colleges play in Japanese society as a whole.
  teacher christmas party ideas: Head Teacher's Ideas Book Joseph Harrison, 1985
  teacher christmas party ideas: Skills for the Changing Workplace Catharine P. Warmbrod,
Marilyn J. Gordon, 1985
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