
teacher defended by darrow in 1925
crossword clue
teacher defended by darrow in 1925 crossword clue is a phrase that often appears in
crossword puzzles, referring to a significant historical figure associated with a landmark
legal case. This clue points to John T. Scopes, a high school teacher who was famously
defended by Clarence Darrow in the 1925 Scopes Trial. The trial, which debated the legality
of teaching evolution in schools, became a pivotal moment in American legal and
educational history. Understanding the background of the case, the key personalities
involved, and the cultural impact of the trial provides valuable insight into why this phrase
is a popular crossword answer. This article explores the historical context of the Scopes
Trial, details about John T. Scopes and Clarence Darrow, and how this event continues to
influence legal, educational, and cultural discussions today.
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Background of the 1925 Scopes Trial
The 1925 Scopes Trial, also known as the "Monkey Trial," was a legal case that focused on
the teaching of evolution in public schools. The state of Tennessee had passed the Butler
Act, which prohibited the teaching of any theory that denied the biblical story of divine
creation. John T. Scopes, a high school science teacher, was accused of violating this law by
teaching Charles Darwin's theory of evolution. The trial quickly became a national
spectacle, drawing significant media attention and sparking a debate between modernist
and traditionalist viewpoints.

The Butler Act and Its Implications
The Butler Act was enacted in Tennessee in 1925 and made it illegal for public school
teachers to teach human evolution. This law reflected the strong influence of religious
fundamentalism in the region and the growing tension between science and religion in
American society. The Act formed the legal basis for prosecuting John T. Scopes and set the
stage for a courtroom confrontation over educational freedom and religious beliefs.



Public Interest and Media Coverage
The trial attracted widespread public interest, with newspapers, radio broadcasts, and
spectators flocking to Dayton, Tennessee, where the trial took place. It became a cultural
flashpoint, symbolizing the clash between science and religion, modernism and
traditionalism. The involvement of high-profile lawyers and the dramatic courtroom
exchanges contributed to the trial’s lasting notoriety.

John T. Scopes: The Teacher in Question
John Thomas Scopes was a young science teacher and football coach at a high school in
Dayton, Tennessee. His role in the 1925 trial was central, as he was the individual charged
with violating the Butler Act by teaching evolution. Although Scopes was not initially aware
of the full implications, he agreed to serve as the defendant to challenge the
constitutionality of the law.

Background and Education
John Scopes was born in 1900 and had a background in science education. He taught at the
Rhea County High School and was known for his interest in progressive education. Despite
some uncertainty about whether he had deliberately taught evolution, Scopes became the
symbolic figurehead for the fight against the anti-evolution law.

Role in the Trial
Scopes did not actively seek to be a defendant but agreed to the role as part of a planned
test case by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). His willingness to stand trial helped
bring the issue of academic freedom and the separation of church and state into the
national spotlight. Scopes was ultimately found guilty and fined, but the case was later
overturned on a technicality.

Clarence Darrow: The Defense Attorney
Clarence Darrow was one of the most famous defense attorneys in American history and
played a crucial role in the Scopes Trial. His defense of John T. Scopes was marked by sharp
legal arguments and dramatic courtroom moments, including his famous cross-examination
of William Jennings Bryan, the prosecution’s key witness.

Darrow’s Legal Career
Clarence Darrow was renowned for his work as a defense lawyer in high-profile cases
involving labor rights, civil liberties, and controversial social issues. His involvement in the
Scopes Trial reinforced his reputation as a champion of free thought and the defense of
unpopular causes.



Defense Strategy in the Scopes Trial
Darrow’s defense focused on challenging the constitutionality of the Butler Act, arguing for
academic freedom and the right to teach scientific theories. His skillful questioning of
witnesses and eloquent speeches emphasized the importance of science and intellectual
inquiry in education. Although Scopes was convicted, Darrow’s defense helped raise
awareness of the legal and cultural issues involved.

Significance of the Trial in American History
The Scopes Trial was a landmark case that highlighted the conflict between science and
religion in the United States. It illustrated the challenges of reconciling modern scientific
theories with traditional religious beliefs, especially in the context of public education. The
trial also had legal and political implications that resonated beyond Tennessee.

Impact on Education
The trial influenced the debate over curriculum standards in schools and the role of religion
in education. It prompted discussions about academic freedom and the limitations of
legislative control over educational content. Although evolution was still controversial, the
trial opened the door for more open scientific discourse in classrooms over time.

Legal and Cultural Ramifications
The Scopes Trial underscored the tensions between constitutional rights and state laws,
particularly regarding freedom of speech and religion. It became a symbol of the broader
cultural battles of the 1920s, including the rise of modernism and the persistence of
fundamentalism. The trial’s legacy continues to be studied in legal and historical
scholarship.

Teacher Defended by Darrow in 1925 Crossword
Clue Explained
The crossword clue "teacher defended by Darrow in 1925" typically refers to John T.
Scopes. This concise clue encapsulates a significant historical event, making it a popular
answer in crossword puzzles. Understanding the background of the Scopes Trial helps
solvers recognize the answer and appreciate the cultural significance behind the clue.

Common Crossword Answers
In crossword puzzles, the answer to this clue is most often "SCOPES," referencing John T.
Scopes. Occasionally, puzzles might use variations or related terms depending on the grid
size and crossing words, but "SCOPES" remains the standard solution.



Why This Clue Is Popular
The clue is popular because it combines history, law, and education in a succinct phrase. It
challenges solvers to recall a notable legal case and the individuals involved, making it both
educational and engaging. The clue also benefits from the fame of Clarence Darrow, a
widely recognized figure in American legal history.

Legacy and Cultural Impact of the Scopes Trial
The Scopes Trial left a lasting legacy in American culture, law, and education. Its influence
extends beyond the courtroom, shaping public discourse on science, religion, and
constitutional rights for decades.

Influence on Popular Culture
The trial inspired numerous books, plays, and films, including the famous play "Inherit the
Wind," which dramatizes the courtroom battle. These works have helped keep the memory
of the trial alive and continue to introduce new generations to its themes.

Ongoing Debates on Science and Religion
The issues raised by the Scopes Trial—particularly the teaching of evolution and the role of
religion in public schools—remain contentious today. The trial serves as a historical
reference point in debates about educational policy and the separation of church and state.

Summary of Key Points

The teacher defended by Darrow in 1925 was John T. Scopes, central to a landmark
legal case.

The trial challenged laws banning the teaching of evolution in schools, highlighting
tensions between science and religion.

Clarence Darrow’s defense strategy emphasized constitutional rights and scientific
freedom.

The case had lasting effects on education, law, and American culture.

In crossword puzzles, the clue referencing this event usually points to "SCOPES."



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the teacher defended by Clarence Darrow in
1925?
John T. Scopes

What was the 1925 trial where Clarence Darrow
defended a teacher?
The Scopes Monkey Trial

Why was the teacher defended by Darrow in 1925 on
trial?
For teaching evolution in a public school, violating Tennessee's Butler Act.

In the 1925 Scopes Trial, what subject did the teacher
teach that led to the trial?
Evolutionary biology

What is the common crossword answer for 'teacher
defended by Darrow in 1925'?
Scopes

Which famous lawyer defended the teacher in the 1925
trial?
Clarence Darrow

What was the significance of the teacher defended by
Darrow in 1925?
The teacher’s trial highlighted the conflict between science and religion in education.

Additional Resources
1. Inherit the Wind
This play by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee dramatizes the famous 1925 Scopes
"Monkey" Trial, where a teacher was defended by Clarence Darrow for teaching evolution in
Tennessee. It explores themes of science versus religion, freedom of thought, and the
conflict between modern and traditional values. The story is a fictionalized account but



captures the trial's cultural significance.

2. The Monkey Trial by Edward J. Larson
A detailed historical account of the 1925 Scopes Trial, this book delves into the legal battle
over teaching evolution in schools. Larson provides insight into the key figures involved,
including Clarence Darrow, and the broader social and political context of the era. It is both
informative and engaging for readers interested in American legal and cultural history.

3. Clarence Darrow: Attorney for the Damned by John A. Farrell
This biography chronicles the life and career of Clarence Darrow, highlighting his role in
defending controversial cases like the Scopes Trial. Farrell presents Darrow as a passionate
advocate for civil liberties and social justice, giving readers a comprehensive view of his
legal philosophy and impact.

4. The Scopes Trial: A Brief History with Documents by James A. Haught
This collection compiles primary documents related to the Scopes Trial, including
transcripts, newspaper articles, and legal arguments. It offers readers a direct look at the
trial's proceedings and the cultural tensions surrounding the teaching of evolution. The
book is ideal for those seeking a primary source perspective.

5. Summer for the Gods: The Scopes Trial and America's Continuing Debate Over Science
and Religion by Edward J. Larson
Larson’s Pulitzer Prize-winning book explores the Scopes Trial’s lasting impact on American
society and the ongoing debate between science and religion. The narrative covers the
trial’s background, courtroom drama, and its aftermath, emphasizing its significance in
shaping educational and legal policies.

6. Darwin and the Trial of the Monkey by Robert J. Richards
This book situates the Scopes Trial within the broader history of Darwinism and its
reception in America. Richards examines how the trial symbolized the clash between
evolutionary science and religious fundamentalism, as well as its implications for public
education and intellectual freedom.

7. The Defense Never Rests by Clarence Darrow
An autobiography by Clarence Darrow himself, this book provides firsthand insight into his
legal career, including his defense strategies and personal reflections. Readers gain an
understanding of Darrow’s motivations, challenges, and his role in landmark cases like the
Scopes Trial.

8. Scopes: Trial of the Century by Jonah Winter
This illustrated book offers a concise and accessible overview of the Scopes Trial, making it
suitable for younger readers or those new to the subject. It combines narrative storytelling
with vivid illustrations to bring the courtroom drama and historical context to life.

9. Teaching Evolution in a Creation Nation: Biology Education in an Age of Cultural Conflict
by Glenn Branch
While not solely focused on the 1925 trial, this book examines the ongoing challenges of
teaching evolution in American schools amidst cultural and religious opposition. Branch
discusses the legacy of the Scopes Trial and its relevance to contemporary debates on
science education and academic freedom.
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