surrendering a dog to humane society

surrendering a dog to humane society is a decision that many pet owners face when they are
unable to care for their dog due to various personal, financial, or situational reasons. This process
requires careful consideration, understanding of the humane society’s policies, and preparation to
ensure the welfare of the dog during and after the surrender. It is important to be informed about
what to expect, how to prepare your dog, and the alternatives available before making this
commitment. This article provides a comprehensive guide on surrendering a dog to a humane society,
covering essential steps, what to expect during the process, and tips for making the transition as
smooth as possible for both the dog and the owner. Additionally, it addresses common concerns and
frequently asked questions related to dog surrendering. The following sections will help readers
navigate this challenging situation with clarity and compassion.

Understanding the Decision to Surrender Your Dog

Preparing for the Surrender Process

What to Expect When Surrendering a Dog

Alternatives to Surrendering Your Dog
e After Surrender: What Happens to Your Dog?

* Frequently Asked Questions About Surrendering a Dog

Understanding the Decision to Surrender Your Dog

Surrendering a dog to humane society is often a last resort when owners find themselves unable to
provide adequate care. Understanding the reasons behind this decision is crucial, as it helps in
making informed and responsible choices. Common reasons for surrender include financial difficulties,
housing restrictions, behavioral issues, or significant changes in lifestyle such as moving or health
problems.

Reasons for Surrendering a Dog

Many circumstances can lead to the decision to surrender a dog. Recognizing these reasons helps in
assessing the situation realistically.

e Financial constraints impacting ability to afford food, veterinary care, or other essentials

e Changes in living situation, such as moving to a pet-restricted apartment or relocating to a new
city

e Time constraints due to work or family commitments



e Behavioral challenges that the owner feels ill-equipped to manage

* Health problems of the owner that limit their ability to care for the dog

Emotional Considerations

The emotional impact of surrendering a dog is significant for many owners. It is important to
acknowledge the feelings of guilt, sadness, or stress and to approach the process with compassion for
both the dog and oneself. Humane societies often provide support and resources to help owners cope
with these emotions.

Preparing for the Surrender Process

Proper preparation can make surrendering a dog to humane society less stressful and more efficient.
Preparation includes gathering necessary documents, ensuring the dog is healthy and comfortable,
and communicating effectively with the shelter staff.

Gathering Documentation

Most humane societies require certain documentation before accepting a dog. This may include:

Proof of ownership

Vaccination records and veterinary history

Microchip information, if applicable

Details about the dog's behavior and temperament

e Any medical conditions or special needs

Preparing Your Dog

Ensuring your dog is as comfortable as possible before surrender can reduce stress. This includes
providing a familiar blanket or toy, feeding the dog before the visit, and maintaining a calm demeanor
during transport. If possible, brief exercise or playtime can also help ease anxiety.

Contacting the Humane Society

Reaching out to the local humane society ahead of time is essential. This allows owners to learn about
specific procedures, available resources, and any fees associated with surrendering a dog. Many



shelters require appointments or have intake hours that must be followed.

What to Expect When Surrendering a Dog

Understanding what happens during the surrender process can help owners prepare mentally and
practically. Humane societies have protocols designed to ensure the safety and well-being of the
animals they accept.

Intake Procedure

Upon arrival, the dog will go through an intake assessment, which typically includes:

Health evaluation by a veterinarian or trained staff

Behavioral assessment to understand temperament and any issues

Recording of personal information about the dog

Photographs and identification labeling

Possible Waiting Period

Some shelters may have a waiting period before accepting a dog, depending on space and resources.
Owners should be prepared for this possibility and ask about timelines when contacting the humane
society.

Surrender Fees and Policies

Many humane societies charge a surrender fee, which helps cover medical care and sheltering costs.
Policies vary, so it is important to clarify fees, refund possibilities, and any contractual agreements
before surrendering the dog.

Alternatives to Surrendering Your Dog

Before deciding to surrender, exploring alternatives can sometimes keep the dog in a safe and loving
environment. These options may alleviate the need to part ways with a pet permanently.

Rehoming Independently

Owners might consider finding a new home for their dog through trusted friends, family, or online
community groups. This method allows more control over where the dog goes and ensures the new



owner is carefully vetted.

Seeking Behavioral Training or Support

If behavioral issues are a reason for surrender, professional trainers or behaviorists can provide
assistance. Many communities offer affordable training programs that can resolve common problems.

Temporary Foster Care

Some humane societies and rescue organizations provide foster care programs for dogs when owners
face temporary hardships. This option allows the dog to remain safe without permanent surrender.

After Surrender: What Happens to Your Dog?

Once a dog is surrendered to a humane society, the organization takes responsibility for its care and
future placement. Understanding this process can provide reassurance about the dog’s welfare.

Medical Care and Evaluation

The dog will receive thorough medical examinations, vaccinations, and treatment as needed. This
care ensures the dog is healthy and ready for potential adoption.

Adoption Process

Humane societies work to find suitable adoptive homes. This typically involves screening prospective
adopters, conducting interviews, and sometimes home visits to match the dog with an appropriate
family.

Potential Outcomes

While many dogs are successfully adopted, some may face longer shelter stays depending on age,
health, or behavior. Humane societies strive to provide quality care regardless of outcome and may
collaborate with rescue groups to increase adoption chances.

Frequently Asked Questions About Surrendering a Dog

This section addresses common queries related to the surrendering process, policies, and emotional
aspects to provide clarity and support for owners considering humane society surrender.



Is There a Fee to Surrender a Dog?

Most humane societies charge a surrender fee to help cover medical and shelter costs. The amount
varies by location and organization. It is advisable to inquire about fees in advance.

Can | Reclaim My Dog After Surrender?

Policies on reclaiming a surrendered dog differ among shelters. Some allow a grace period during
which owners may reclaim their pet, while others consider the surrender final. Confirm the shelter’s
policy prior to surrender.

What Should | Bring When Surrendering My Dog?

Bringing vaccination records, proof of ownership, any medications, familiar items like toys or blankets,
and detailed information about the dog’s habits and behavior is recommended to facilitate a smooth
intake.

Are There Resources to Help Me Keep My Dog?

Many humane societies offer assistance such as pet food banks, low-cost veterinary services, or
behavior counseling to help owners retain their pets. Exploring these resources can sometimes
prevent the need for surrender.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the process for surrendering a dog to the humane
society?

The process typically involves contacting your local humane society, filling out a surrender form, and
providing information about your dog’s health, behavior, and history. Some organizations may require
an appointment.

Are there any fees associated with surrendering a dog to the
humane society?

Many humane societies charge a surrender fee to help cover the cost of caring for the animal, but
fees vary by location. It's best to check with your local shelter for their specific policies.

Can | surrender my dog without an appointment?

Some humane societies accept drop-in surrenders, but many prefer or require appointments to
manage intake and ensure the best care for the animals. Always call ahead to confirm.



What information should | provide when surrendering my
dog?

You should provide details about your dog's age, breed, medical history, vaccination records,
behavior, diet, and any special needs or habits to help the shelter care for and rehome your dog.

Will the humane society euthanize my dog if | surrender it?

Policies vary by shelter. Many humane societies are no-kill and will work to find a new home for your
dog, but some may have to euthanize due to overcrowding or health issues. It's important to ask the
shelter about their policies.

Can | get my dog back if | change my mind after surrendering
it?

Some shelters offer a reclaim period during which you can get your dog back, but this varies by
organization. It's important to ask about the reclaim policy before surrendering your dog.

Are there alternatives to surrendering my dog to the humane
society?

Yes, alternatives include reaching out to breed-specific rescues, rehoming through friends or social
media, or contacting local animal welfare groups that may assist with temporary foster care.

What should | do to prepare my dog before surrendering it?

Make sure your dog is clean, has up-to-date vaccinations if possible, and bring along any belongings
like a leash, collar, or favorite toys to help comfort your dog during the transition.

How can | ensure my dog has the best chance of being
adopted after surrender?

Provide the shelter with detailed and honest information about your dog’s personality and needs, and
if possible, help by sharing your dog’s profile on social media or assisting with foster care until a
permanent home is found.

Additional Resources

1. When Goodbye is the Kindest Choice: Surrendering Your Dog with Compassion

This book offers a heartfelt guide for pet owners facing the difficult decision to surrender their dog. It
provides compassionate advice on how to prepare your dog for the transition and ways to ease the
emotional burden. The author also discusses the importance of honesty and communication with
shelter staff to ensure the best outcome for your pet.

2. Letting Go: Navigating the Emotional Journey of Dog Surrender
"Letting Go" explores the emotional challenges involved in giving up a dog to a humane society.



Through personal stories and expert insights, it helps owners understand that surrendering can be an
act of love when circumstances demand it. The book also includes tips for coping with grief and
maintaining hope for your dog’s future.

3. Finding New Homes: A Practical Guide to Surrendering Your Dog

This practical handbook walks readers through the steps of surrendering a dog to a shelter or rescue.

It covers topics such as preparing your dog’s health records, understanding shelter policies, and what
to expect during the intake process. The guide aims to make the experience as smooth as possible for
both owner and pet.

4. Hope After Goodbye: Stories of Dogs Who Found Second Chances

This inspiring collection shares true stories of dogs that were surrendered and later adopted into
loving homes. It highlights the resilience of dogs and the dedication of humane societies to find them
new families. The book offers comfort and reassurance to owners considering surrendering their pets.

5. The Humane Society Handbook: What to Know Before You Surrender Your Dog

Designed as an informational resource, this handbook details the policies and procedures common in
humane societies regarding dog surrender. It encourages responsible decision-making and offers
advice on alternatives to surrender when possible. The book also explains how shelters care for
surrendered animals and work to rehome them.

6. Compassionate Choices: Understanding When and How to Surrender Your Dog

"Compassionate Choices" helps owners evaluate their situation honestly to determine if surrendering
is the best option. It discusses the ethical considerations involved and emphasizes the importance of
prioritizing the dog’s well-being. The book includes resources for support and guidance throughout
the process.

7. From Heartbreak to Healing: Coping with Dog Surrender

This book focuses on the emotional aftermath of surrendering a dog, offering strategies for healing
and self-care. It addresses common feelings such as guilt, sadness, and relief, helping readers process
their emotions healthily. The author also explores how to stay connected with your dog’s journey if
possible.

8. Safe Hands: Preparing Your Dog for a Humane Society Transition

"Safe Hands" provides detailed advice on how to prepare your dog physically and mentally for the
transition to a shelter environment. It discusses acclimation techniques, packing essentials, and
communicating your dog's needs to shelter staff. The book aims to minimize stress for the dog during
this difficult time.

9. A Second Chance: How Humane Societies Rehome Surrendered Dogs

This informative book explains the inner workings of humane societies and their rehoming processes.
It offers insight into how shelters assess, care for, and match surrendered dogs with new adopters.
The book reassures owners that surrendering their dog is often the first step toward giving them a
brighter future.
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surrendering a dog to humane society: Canine Behavior Bonnie V. G. Beaver, 2009-01-01
Bonnie V. Beaver provides a clear understanding of normal dog behaviors and the necessary tools to
identify problem behaviors and their origins. Canine Behavior shows how to prevent, eradicate, or
minimize unacceptable behaviors and build successful, lifelong relationships with one's dogs.

surrendering a dog to humane society: The Oxford Handbook of Animal Studies Linda
Kalof, 2017-02-01 Intellectual struggles with the animal question-- how humans can rethink and
reconfigure their relationships with other animals-- first began to take hold in the 1970s. Over the
next forty years, scholars from a wide range of fields would make sweeping reevaluations of the
relationship between humans and other animals. The Oxford Handbook of Animal Studies brings
these diverse evaluations together for the first time, paying special attention to the commodification
of animals, the degradation of the natural world and a staggering loss of animal habitat and species
extinction, and the increasing need for humans to coexist with other animals in urban, rural and
natural contexts. Linda Kalof maps these themes into the five major categories that structure this
volume: Animals in the Landscape of Law, Politics and Public Policy; Animal Intentionality, Agency
and Reflexive Thinking; Animals as Objects in Science, Food, Spectacle and Sport; Animals in
Cultural Representations; and Animals in Ecosystems. Written by international scholars with
backgrounds in philosophy, law, history, English, art, sociology, geography, archaeology,
environmental studies, cultural studies, and animal advocacy, the thirty chapters in this handbook
investigate key issues and concepts central to understanding our current relationship with other
animals and the potential for coexistence in an ecological community of living beings.

surrendering a dog to humane society: Underdogs Arnold Arluke, Andrew Rowan,
2020-12-01 Underdogs looks into the rapidly growing initiative to provide veterinary care to
underserved communities in North Carolina and Costa Rica and how those living in or near poverty
respond to these forms of care. For many years, the primary focus of the humane community in the
United States was to control animal overpopulation and alleviate the stray dog problem by
euthanizing or sterilizing dogs and cats. These efforts succeeded by the turn of the century, and it
appeared as though most pets were being sterilized and given at least basic veterinary care,
including vaccinations and treatments for medical problems such as worms or mange. However, in
recent years animal activists and veterinarians have acknowledged that these efforts only reached
pet owners in advantaged communities, leaving over twenty million pets unsterilized, unvaccinated,
and untreated in underserved communities. The problem of getting basic veterinary services to dogs
and cats in low-income communities has suddenly become spotlighted as a major issue facing animal
shelters, animal rescue groups, animal control departments, and veterinarians in the United States
and abroad. In the past five to ten years, animal protection organizations have launched a new focus
trying to deliver basic and even more advanced veterinary care to the many underserved pets in the
Unites States. These efforts pose a challenge to these groups as does pet keeping to people living in
poverty across most of the world who have pets or care for street dogs.

surrendering a dog to humane society: The Starry Cross , 1927

surrendering a dog to humane society: Animal Behavior for Shelter Veterinarians and
Staff Emily Weiss, Heather Mohan-Gibbons, Stephen Zawistowski, 2015-05-15 Animal Behavior for
Shelter Veterinarians and Staff presents and evaluates the available research and programs that
address both animal and human behaviors associated with the intake, management and rehoming of
dog and cats. Introductions to dog and cat behavior relevant to any animal professional Reviews
behavioral reasons for the relinquishment of dogs and cats Describes intake and assessment
protocol, shelter design, training and enrichment programs that reduce stress and enhance
behavioral well-being Concepts to improve the adoption process and support the human-animal bond
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surrendering a dog to humane society: Handbook of Applied Dog Behavior and
Training, Adaptation and Learning Steven R. Lindsay, 2000-06-23 Twenty-five years of study and
experience went into the making of this one-of-a-kind reference. Veterinarians, animal scientists, dog
owners, trainers, consultants, and counsellors will find this book a benchmark reference and
handbook concerning positive, humane management and control of dogs. Reflecting the author's
extensive work with dogs, this book promises thorough explanations of topics, and proven
behavioural strategies that have been designed, tested, and used by the author. More than 50
figures and tables illustrate this unique and significant contribution to dog behaviour, training, and
learning.

surrendering a dog to humane society: Our Animals , 1928

surrendering a dog to humane society: The National Humane Review , 1927

surrendering a dog to humane society: Forever Home Traer Scott, 2022-07-19 The perfect
gift for dog lovers, Forever Home will leave a pawprint on your heart with its series of full-color,
close-up portraits of rescue dogs and their stories of adoption, from the photographer of Shelter
Dogs and Finding Home. Behind every dog in Forever Home is a touching tale of resilience and love.
Packed with twenty-seven heartwarming and inspirational stories of rescue dogs of all ages, this
photographic series showcases how the journey to forever isn't always a straight line. Through their
portraits and accompanying stories you will fall in love with the adorable canines who have traveled
this path, learn of the steps along the way, and celebrate pet rescue and adoption in all its forms.
Whether you're a new puppy parent or simply an animal lover, Forever Home is the ideal tribute to
our favorite furry friends.

surrendering a dog to humane society: Potcakes William J. Fielding, Jane Mather, Maurice
Isaacs, 2005 Annotation The dog population in the Bahamas consists mainly of mongrels, called
Potcakes, a term unique to the greater Bahamas archipelago. Potcakes provides the first systematic
study of dog ownership in a Caribbean society by investigating the Bahamian perceptions of pet and
responsible pet ownership in the context of both dog overpopulation concerns and how image dogs
like Rottweilers and Pit Bulls have interacted with and altered the Potcake population.

surrendering a dog to humane society: Companion Animal Ethics Peter Sandge, Sandra Corr,
Clare Palmer, 2015-11-02 Companion Animal Ethics explores the important ethical questions and
problems that arise as a result of humans keeping animals as companions. The first comprehensive
book dedicated to ethical and welfare concerns surrounding companion animals Scholarly but still
written in an accessible and engaging style Considers the idea of animal companionship and why it
should matter ethically Explores problems associated with animals sharing human lifestyles and
homes, such as obesity, behavior issues, selective breeding, over-treatment, abandonment,
euthanasia and environmental impacts Offers insights into practical ways of improving ethical
standards relating to animal companions

surrendering a dog to humane society: Extraordinary Dogs Liz Stavrinides, John Schlimm,
2019-10-22 A beautiful photo book showcasing more than 50 heroic dogs in uniform and their
stories, from photographer Liz Stavrinides and author John Schlimm. Extraordinary Dogs portrays
more than fifty working dogs, along with the police officers, firefighters, veterans, and other trained
volunteer handlers who serve side-by-side with them. Their moving stories and beautiful
photographs are an unprecedented glimpse at Comfort Dogs and Search and Rescue Dogs, along
with bomb-detecting TSA dogs and canine ambassadors from across the United States. * The stories
of the Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs take readers behind the scenes of their
headlining deployments—such as the Boston Marathon bombing, Superstorm Sandy, and the mass
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. * Search and Rescue K-9 teams reveal what it’s
really like to travel into the eye of natural disasters, accidents, crime scenes, and the worst terrorist
strike in recorded history. * At Washington Dulles International Airport, readers meet several of the
Department of Homeland Security’s TSA dogs whose sole job it is to keep the flying public safe from
explosives and other dangers. Extraordinary Dogs is both a portrait of what love, hope, courage, and



heroism look like in their purest forms and a tribute to the eternal and impactful bonds we forge
with our furry friends.

surrendering a dog to humane society: Shelter Dogs Peg Kehret, 1999-01-01 Children's
Choices for 2000, CBC/IRA 2000-2001 Texas Bluebonnet Award Master List 2001-2002 Mark Twain
Award Master List 2002 Children's Crown Award Runner-Up 2001-2002 Sequoyah Children's Book
Award Master List 2002-2003 Volunteer State Book Award Intermediate Master List 2002-2003 lowa
Children's Choice Master List 2003 Sasquatch Reading Award Master List 2002-2003 Land of
Enchantment Young Adult Master Reading List 2003-2004 Pennsylvania Young Reader's Choice
Awards Master List From the award-winning author Peg Kehret comes a collection of true stories
about the amazing lives of eight shelter dogs. Many of these dogs were unwanted because of their
size, behavior, or medical condition. All of the dogs found owners who loved and cared for them and
ultimately helped change their lives in tremendous ways. The dogs have changed the owners' lives,
too.

surrendering a dog to humane society: The Humane Society of the United States
Complete Guide to Cat Care Wendy Christensen, The Staff of The Humane Society of the United
States, 2025-06-25 Building a lifelong, loving relationship with a cat can be a challenging task.
Whether you're thinking of adopting a cat or already live with one, The Humane Society of the
United States Complete Guide to Cat Care offers authoritative and practical advice that will help you
make the best decisions for your pet along the way. This comprehensive guide includes sections on
choosing a healthy cat or kitten, feeding and nutrition, training, grooming, disease, vet visits, caring
for an aging cat, feline first-aid kits and emergency care. Unlike other books that endorse breeding
and promote novelty or purebred cats, The Humane Society's Guide to Cat Care stresses making life
better for the millions of cats already here. It provides information on rescuing and rehabilitating
homeless cats, finding a stray's owner, and helping an outdoor cat make the transition to a safe
indoor environment. The guide also encourages animal advocacy and offers a list of ways to get
involved.

surrendering a dog to humane society: Pets, People, and Pragmatism Erin McKenna,
2013-03-18 Pets, People, and Pragmatism examines human relationships with pets without assuming
that such relations are either benign or unnatural and to be avoided. The book addresses a lack of
respect in pet-people relationships; for respectful relationships to be a real possibility, however,
humans must make the effort to understand the beings with which we live, work, and play. American
pragmatism understands that humans and other animal beings have been interacting and
transforming each other for thousands of years. There is nothing “unnatural” about the human
domestication of other animal beings, though domestication does raise specific practical and ethical
questions. A pragmatist account of our relationship with those animal beings commonly considered
as pets does not prohibit the use of these beings in research, entertainment, competition, or work. It
does, however, find abuse and neglect ethical. Because abuse can occur in any use of other animal
beings, this pragmatist account takes up the abusive practices in research, entertainment,
competition, and work without arguing that these practices are inherently abusive. Some of the
sources of abuse have been addressed by utilitarian and deontological accounts, but a pragmatist
evolutionary perspective offers unique insights and results in some surprising conclusions: For
instance, there may be an ethical obligation to let a horse race, a dog show, or a cat compete in
agility. Pets, People, and Pragmatism embarks on a philosophical journey that will captivate scholars
and pet enthusiasts alike. It provides an important contribution to longstanding debates in the area
of animal issues and strengthens the idea of multiple approaches to nonhuman beings. It also opens
space for approaches that challenge some of the assumptions in the field of philosophy that have
resulted in a dualistic and hierarchical approach to metaphysics and ethics.

surrendering a dog to humane society: Reimagining Animal Sheltering: Support Services and
Community-Driven Sheltering Methods Julie Levy, Kevin Horecka, Peter Joseph Wolf, E. Susan
Amirian, 2022-10-21

surrendering a dog to humane society: Cookie Crumbs Ken Smith, 2017-07-20 Perhaps the



greatest story ever written is the story of man and his best friend the dog. Its pages abound with
tales of adventure, courage, and loyalty - pages that continue to be written every day by both man
and dog. Cookie Crumbs is the story of the author’s dog, Cookie, a female black Labrador retriever.
Her life was spent adventuring into the great outdoors and the great indoors. In her thirteenth year,
Cookie set off on her adventure into the great unknown. Native legend tells us that the Milky Way is
where the spirits and souls of animals go after they pass away from their life here on earth. From the
Milky Way, Cookie is calling. She is calling to all of us to help end animal neglect and abuse. Answer
her call. Report animal neglect and abuse to your local animal control or law enforcement agency;
adopt a shelter dog; volunteer your time and effort at your local animal shelter; contribute a tax
deductible monetary donation to your local Humane Society or the ASPCA. Answer Cookie’s call.
Help save the lives of Man’s Best Friend.

surrendering a dog to humane society: Assembly Bill California. Legislature. Assembly,
1983

surrendering a dog to humane society: Dog Training: Discover The Top 7 Things You
Need To Teach Your Dog So They Are Peaceful And Disciplined Old Natural Ways, Valerie
Fennel, 2018-11-01 Having pets is almost as American as apple pie and cheeseburgers. Dogs are
thought to be man's best friend, and people take in these animals without a second thought a lot of
the time. However, if you don't have previous experience with dogs or a sound understanding of
their psychologies and perspectives, chances are your relationship with your dog, and the dog's life
will suffer as a result. People love to take out their inability to understand their pets on their pets.
They lack patience and understanding for these animals, who, without their approval, were taken
from their place in the wild and domesticated for human use. Just because people believe that
humans are at the top of the ladder, animals have come to be seen as beneath us and meant to serve
people.

surrendering a dog to humane society: The Little Book of Dog Care Ace Tilton Ratcliff,
2023-07-11 An essential guide to caring for your dog, filled with expert-backed tips and nuggets of
advice to help every dog owner understand what their canine companion needs in order to be happy
and healthy. In the Little Book of Dog Care, life-long dog lover and deathcare veterinary practice
owner Ace Tilton Ratcliff delivers a must-have primer for every dog parent. What should you do
when your dog is scared during a thunderstorm? How can you make clipping their nails less
miserable? When do they like to eat? What can’t you feed them? Endless questions, expert-certified
answers. Thoughtfully divided into chapters that focus on a specific aspect of care, from sleeping to
grooming and beyond, these tips and tricks are applicable to any breed of dog. By the last page,
every dog owner will better understand what their dog might be feeling—and how to best assist,
using your enviable opposable thumbs.
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Blackrock and Dun Laoghaire, Monkstown is a picturesque coastal village with a wide variety of
restaurants and shops. This popular South Dublin village is
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