
i fought the law bobby fuller

i fought the law bobby fuller is a phrase that immediately evokes the iconic 1960s rock and roll scene and
the tragic story behind one of the era's memorable hits. This song, originally written by Sonny Curtis of
The Crickets, gained widespread fame through Bobby Fuller's energetic and distinctive cover version. The
track became a defining moment in Fuller’s career, showcasing his unique blend of rock and roll and surf
rock influences. This article delves into the background of "I Fought the Law," the rise of Bobby Fuller and
his band, the details surrounding the song’s success, and the mysterious circumstances of Fuller’s untimely
death. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why "I Fought the Law Bobby Fuller" remains
a significant cultural and musical reference even today.
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Origins of "I Fought the Law"

The song "I Fought the Law" was originally penned by Sonny Curtis in 1958 while he was a member of
The Crickets, the band famously associated with Buddy Holly. The lyrics tell the story of a man who turns
to crime, only to be caught and regret his rebellion against the law. The track was first recorded by The
Crickets in 1959 but did not achieve significant commercial success at the time. Over the years, "I Fought
the Law" became a popular song for cover versions, eventually catching the attention of Bobby Fuller.

Songwriting and Early Versions

Sonny Curtis wrote "I Fought the Law" inspired by the themes of youthful rebellion and consequences.
The Crickets' initial recording was characterized by a rockabilly style typical of the late 1950s. Other artists,



such as The Bobby Fuller Four and later The Clash, would reinterpret the song, each bringing their own
flavor and revitalizing its popularity for new audiences.

Bobby Fuller and The Bobby Fuller Four

Bobby Fuller was an American rock musician and bandleader known for his distinctive guitar sound and
youthful energy. Forming The Bobby Fuller Four in the early 1960s, he quickly became a notable figure
in the Southern California music scene. The band combined elements of rock and roll, surf rock, and pop,
creating a sound that resonated with the teen audience of the time.

Formation and Early Career

Bobby Fuller started his musical career as a teenager in El Paso, Texas. After relocating to Los Angeles, he
assembled a group of talented musicians, including his brother Randy Fuller on bass. The Bobby Fuller
Four gained local popularity with several smaller hits before recording "I Fought the Law," which would
become their signature song.

Band Members and Contributions

Bobby Fuller – lead vocals and guitar

Randy Fuller – bass guitar and backing vocals

DeWayne Quirico – drums

Jim Reese – guitar and backing vocals

Each member contributed to the energetic and tight sound that defined the band’s recordings, especially on
"I Fought the Law."

Recording and Success of "I Fought the Law"



The Bobby Fuller Four recorded their version of "I Fought the Law" in 1965, delivering a faster tempo
and a more aggressive rock sound compared to previous versions. The recording captured the rebellious
spirit of the 1960s youth culture and quickly gained traction on the radio.

Production Details

Recorded in California, the track featured Fuller's signature fuzz guitar tone and catchy vocal delivery.
Producer Bob Keane helped shape the sound to maximize its commercial appeal. The single was released in
1966 and became a national hit, peaking within the Top 10 on Billboard charts.

Chart Performance and Reception

"I Fought the Law" by Bobby Fuller Four reached number 9 on the Billboard Hot 100, marking the band’s
biggest success. The song received widespread acclaim for its memorable riff and sing-along chorus. It
became a staple on AM radio stations and helped cement Bobby Fuller’s place in rock history.

Musical Style and Influence

Bobby Fuller's rendition of "I Fought the Law" is notable for its fusion of rock and roll with surf rock
elements, particularly the use of reverb-heavy guitars and a driving rhythm section. This blend helped
differentiate the track from earlier versions and inspired many subsequent artists.

Instrumentation and Sound Characteristics

Fuzz-distorted lead guitar riffs

Strong backbeat with energetic drumming

Catchy vocal hooks and harmonies

Surf rock influenced guitar tones



These elements created a high-energy sound that appealed to teenagers and young adults, contributing to
the song’s enduring popularity.

Influence on Later Artists

The success of "I Fought the Law" helped popularize a gritty, rebellious rock sound that influenced bands
in the punk and garage rock movements. Notably, The Clash covered the song in 1979, introducing it to a
new generation and solidifying its status as a rock anthem.

Tragic Death of Bobby Fuller

Bobby Fuller's promising career was tragically cut short when he died under mysterious circumstances in
1966 at the age of 23. His death remains a subject of speculation and intrigue among music historians and
fans.

Circumstances Surrounding His Death

Fuller was found dead in his car in Los Angeles, with the cause of death officially ruled as suicide by
carbon monoxide poisoning. However, many believe foul play was involved due to inconsistent reports and
rumors of conflicts within the music industry and possible mob connections.

Impact on the Band and Music Community

The sudden loss of Bobby Fuller devastated his bandmates and fans. The Bobby Fuller Four disbanded
shortly after his death, and the music community mourned the loss of a talented young artist with
significant potential.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

"I Fought the Law Bobby Fuller" remains an influential piece of rock history, celebrated for its energetic
sound and emblematic lyrics. The song has been covered by numerous artists and featured in various films,
television shows, and commercials, ensuring its continued relevance.



Enduring Popularity

Despite the decades that have passed, the song continues to resonate with audiences due to its timeless
theme of rebellion and consequence. Bobby Fuller's version is often cited as the definitive rendition,
showcasing his skill as a musician and performer.

Recognition and Honors

Inclusion in numerous "Best of" rock song lists

Induction of Bobby Fuller into regional music halls of fame

Continued airplay on classic rock radio stations

Tributes by contemporary musicians and cover bands

The legacy of Bobby Fuller and his iconic version of "I Fought the Law" endures as a testament to the
power of rock and roll and its ability to capture the spirit of its time.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who originally wrote the song 'I Fought the Law' performed by Bobby
Fuller?
The song 'I Fought the Law' was originally written by Sonny Curtis of The Crickets in 1958.

When did Bobby Fuller & The Bobby Fuller Four release their version
of 'I Fought the Law'?
Bobby Fuller & The Bobby Fuller Four released their version of 'I Fought the Law' in 1966.

How did Bobby Fuller's version of 'I Fought the Law' impact his career?
Bobby Fuller's version of 'I Fought the Law' became his biggest hit, reaching number 9 on the Billboard
Hot 100 chart and establishing him and his band as notable figures in rock and roll.



What is the significance of 'I Fought the Law' in rock music history?
The song 'I Fought the Law' is considered a classic rock anthem, covered by numerous artists, and Bobby
Fuller's version helped popularize it in the 1960s, influencing the garage rock and punk rock genres.

Are there any notable covers of 'I Fought the Law' inspired by Bobby
Fuller's version?
Yes, the most notable cover inspired by Bobby Fuller's version is by The Clash, who released their punk
rock rendition in 1979, which further cemented the song's legacy.

Additional Resources
1. Fighting the Law: The Bobby Fuller Story
This biography explores the life and career of Bobby Fuller, the rock and roll musician best known for his
hit "I Fought the Law." The book delves into his rise to fame in the 1960s, his unique sound, and the
mysterious circumstances surrounding his untimely death. It offers insights into the music industry of the
era and Fuller's lasting influence on rock music.

2. I Fought the Law: True Crime Tales from Rock and Roll
A gripping collection of true crime stories involving rock musicians, including a detailed chapter on Bobby
Fuller. The book examines the darker side of the music industry, including legal battles, mysterious deaths,
and criminal activities. Fans of music history and true crime will find this an intriguing read.

3. The Legacy of Bobby Fuller and The Texas Rock Scene
This book highlights Bobby Fuller’s role in shaping the Texas rock music scene in the 1960s. It covers his
band, The Bobby Fuller Four, their sound, and their impact on American rock. Additionally, the book
places Fuller's work in the broader context of Texas music culture and history.

4. Rock Rebels: Musicians Who Challenged the Law
An exploration of various musicians who defied legal and societal norms, featuring Bobby Fuller as a case
study. The narrative covers their rebellious attitudes, legal troubles, and how these conflicts influenced
their music. The book provides both historical context and personal stories to illustrate the intersection of
music and law.

5. Mysterious Deaths in Rock and Roll History
This investigative work examines several unexplained or suspicious deaths in the rock music world,
including the enigmatic case of Bobby Fuller. It discusses the theories surrounding Fuller’s death, the
impact on his fans and bandmates, and broader implications for the music industry. The book offers
compelling research combined with a narrative style.

6. California Dreaming: The 1960s Music Scene and Bobby Fuller



Focusing on California’s vibrant 1960s music scene, this book chronicles Bobby Fuller’s journey from El
Paso to Los Angeles. It highlights the cultural and musical influences of the time, Fuller's struggles and
successes, and the environment that shaped his sound. The book provides a rich backdrop to understand the
era’s music industry.

7. Covering the Law: Songs That Defied Authority
This book surveys songs from various artists that address themes of rebellion and lawbreaking, with a
spotlight on Bobby Fuller’s iconic track "I Fought the Law." It analyzes lyrics, cultural significance, and the
public’s reaction to these songs. Readers gain insight into how music can challenge societal norms and legal
boundaries.

8. The Bobby Fuller Four: Rise and Fall of a Rock Band
A detailed chronicle of The Bobby Fuller Four’s formation, success, and eventual disbandment. The book
covers their hit singles, touring experiences, and internal dynamics. It also explores the tragic end of Bobby
Fuller and the aftermath for the band members and fans.

9. Soundtrack of Rebellion: 1960s Rock and Legal Battles
Examining the intersection of 1960s rock music and legal controversies, this book includes stories like
Bobby Fuller’s struggle with the music industry and the law. It discusses censorship, contracts, and how
artists navigated a turbulent legal landscape. The book provides a comprehensive view of the challenges
musicians faced beyond their art.
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interview with the artist by Eric Shiner, former director of the Andy Warhol Museum, contextualize
rising-star Locher's photography. From serving wine in teacups in Kansas to licking a toad in
Kentucky or perming a child's hair in Nebraska, breaking the law has never looked so good.
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influenced judges, provided themes for their decisions, and helped make existing law more
accessible to lay persons. Mark W. Klingensmith examines the clever ways judges have used them to
enhance their judicial writings and how modern day musical lyrics that have effectively become
recognized legal maxims by the courts. judicial writings.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: Handbook of Texas Music Laurie E. Jasinski, 2012-02-22 The
musical voice of Texas presents itself as vast and diverse as the Lone Star State’s landscape.
According to Casey Monahan, “To travel Texas with music as your guide is a year-round opportunity
to experience first-hand this amazing cultural force….Texas music offers a vibrant and enjoyable
experience through which to understand and enjoy Texas culture.” Building on the work of The
Handbook of Texas Music that was published in 2003 and in partnership with the Texas Music Office
and the Center for Texas Music History (Texas State University-San Marcos), The Handbook of
Texas Music, Second Edition, offers completely updated entries and features new and expanded
coverage of the musicians, ensembles, dance halls, festivals, businesses, orchestras, organizations,
and genres that have helped define the state’s musical legacy. · More than 850 articles, including
almost 400 new entries· 255 images, including more than 170 new photos, sheet music art, and
posters that lavishly illustrate the text· Appendix with a stage name listing for musicians Supported
by an outstanding team of music advisors from across the state, The Handbook of Texas Music,
Second Edition, furnishes new articles on the music festivals, museums, and halls of fame in Texas,
as well as the many honky-tonks, concert halls, and clubs big and small, that invite readers to
explore their own musical journeys. Scholarship on many of the state’s pioneering groups and the
recording industry and professionals who helped produce and promote their music provides fresh
insight into the history of Texas music and its influence far beyond the state’s borders. Celebrate the
musical tapestry of Texas from A to Z!
  i fought the law bobby fuller: Rockabilly Billy Poore, 1998-06 ...a great reference guide,
detailing artists, chart activity, career milestones, tours and recent activity.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: Encyclopedia of Pop Music Aliases, 1950-2000 Bob
Leszczak, 2014-12-11 Recording Artists don't always enjoy success with their first release. A hit
record relies on any number of factors: the right song, a memorable performance, a healthy
promotional budget, great management, a spot of luck, and even some intangibles. Take choice of a
name. For a single artist, duo, vocal group or band, the name can carry a lot of weight. Some
recording artists changed their name to appeal to an entirely different demographic, like when
country superstar Garth Brooks recorded as Chris Gaines to score on the pop charts. The Beefeaters
became the Byrds—and they spelled the band name with a y in the wake of the meteoric success of
the Beatles, whose letter A turned the image of a nasty bug into something intriguing. Paul Simon
and Art Garfunkel amassed a litany of aliases—Simon went by True Taylor, Jerry Landis, and Paul
Kane; Art Garfunkel as Artie Garr; together they were Tom & Jerry before finally using their very
ethnic-sounding given names. Bob Leszczak has amassed several hundred examples of musical
pseudonyms in The Encyclopedia of Pop Music Aliases, 1950-2000, describing the history of these
artists from their obscure origins under another name to their rise to prominence as a major musical
act. Music trivia buffs, rock historians, and popular music fans will uncover nugget after nugget of
eye-opening information about their favorite acts and perhaps learn a thing or two about a number
of other acts. Leszczak goes the extra yard of gathering critical data directly from many of these
famous recording artists through in-person interviews and archival research. Whether skipping
around randomly or reading from cover-to-cover, readers will find The Encyclopedia of Pop Music
Aliases, 1950-2000 a must-have for that music library.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: 100 Greatest Cover Versions Robert Webb, 2013-07-15 Which
Blondie Top Five was originally a flop for a West Coast power pop band? Who wrote Alice Cooper's
1973 hit 'Hello Hurray', and which folk singer first recorded it? Who launched their career with a
tear and a cover of a little known Prince song? Where was Joe Cocker sitting when he came up with
the idea of covering 'With a Little Help from my Friends?'. Everybody likes a good song and a good
story. The 100 Greatest Cover Versions traces the histories of some of the great songs you may know



only as second-hand recordings and explores some unusual and creative takes on a few of pop's
well-known tracks. Based on the Independent's popular long-running Story of the Song column, this
collection features previously unpublished pieces alongside fully expanded, updated stories. Robert
Webb details the background to each song how it was written, who first recorded it and how it came
to be covered and explains how, in some cases, the cover version has become more popular than the
original. Artists range from Patti Smith to the Happy Mondays, David Bowie to Florence + the
Machine, and Stevie Wonder to Robert Wyatt. The book also includes additional further listening
suggestions and a bonus track. Whether you download, rip from CD or stream your music, the
Ultimate Playlist series provides the perfect accompaniment to your personal compilation. The series
aims to guide listeners through large and often bewildering back catalogues of the major artists as
well as key genres and styles in popular music. If you love music and you enjoy knowing more about
the history behind some of pop's greatest songs, then you will love this book.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: New York Rock Steven Blush, 2016-10-04 Steven Blush's New
York Rock presents the definitive history of a key period in rock ‘n’ roll, from new wave to no wave,
punk to punk revival, from the bestselling author of American Hardcore. As a city that represents
endless possibilities, New York has been the setting for the dawning of new movements, styles, and
genres. In the 20th century, the birth of Rock represented a connection between art forms and the
city’s socioeconomic, racial, and sexual variants. New York Rock breaks down the rock scene’s
half-century connection to New York and analyzes its distinct subculture through the prism of
influences, crosscurrents and psychoactive distractions. Over 1,500 musicians, clubs, and labels,
from Madonna to the Ramones, held roles in the making of New York Rock, and it’s their
contributions that created this iconic art form. A compilation of firsthand narratives about each
genre of rock, from Punk New Wave and Glitter Rock to New York Hardcore and Indie rock, New
York Rock is the ultimate illustrated account of Rock’s role in New York City.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: If You Fall Down, Pick Yourself Up Like a Lady Donalie
Young Fitzgerald Scherer, 2009
  i fought the law bobby fuller: Shock Rock II Jeff Gelb, 2014-05-05 With this horrifying sequel
of short story thrillers, the music just got turned up loud. Beginning with Mark Verheiden's
exploration into a twisted-if-musical mind, and ending with Rush's Neal Peart and Kevin J.
Anderson's creepy quest for a village peddling haunted drums, this collection rocks hard and reads
heavy. A diverse group of award winning suspense writers, graphic novelists, music critics and
musicians delve into the psyches of superfans, front men, and dead legends-some of whom are less
than dead. From music to murder to mayhem, Shock Rock II will blow your mind.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: Texas Entertainers Bartee Haile, 2019-03-25 In keeping with its
reputation for size and spectacle, Texas has produced a staggering number of stars. Although many
hailed from towns too small to have a post office, they occupied the spotlight on the largest of
stages. Roger Miller's songs made him the King of the Road, and Howard Hughes stretched his
vision across the skies of the silver screen. Gene Autry won fame as a singing cowboy and Van
Cliburn wore a tuxedo to international piano competitions, but both hailed from the Lone Star State.
Texans penned Old Yeller and voiced Daffy Duck. From Buddy Holly to Ginger Rogers and Joan
Crawford to Jimmy Dean, Bartee Haile charts the brightest constellations of Texas entertainers.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: They Died on My Watch Noel Bailey, 2024-04-26 Who was the
actress who died just before Christmas? She was the voice of …..... in …...... Did Hitler commit
suicide, or was he shot by Russian troops? Do you remember what year Princess Diana died in that
car crash in Paris? How many husbands did Elizabeth Taylor divorce in her lifetime? What was that
well known British actor who passed away right after David Bowie died? Questions you might hear
at the next table of your favourite eatery. Questions you may or may not know the answer to. They
Died on My Watch can answer these and many more. It is a comprehensive reference work that
should prove itself indispensable to any household. Most certainly a book to sustain interest when
cruising at 35,000 feet between London and New York. It might be seen as the ultimate ‘umpire’ to
settle any argument that may arise within a discussion involving a deceased celebrity, recent or not.



  i fought the law bobby fuller: The Encyclopedia of Dead Rock Stars Jeremy Simmonds, 2012
First published by the Penguin Group, London, as Number one in Heaven: the heroes who died for
rock 'n' roll.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: Fourteen Unsung Pioneers of Early Rock and Roll Who
Didn't Get Their Due Dick Stewart, 2020-06-08 This book is a follow-up to Eleven Unsung Heroes
of Early Rock and Roll about historic contributions by eleven artists you have never heard of unless
you’re an ardent fan of early rock and roll. This time around it’s about fourteen artists who helped
define the early roots of rock and roll with their historic pioneering contributions, but were never
given the credit for doing so because something got in their way. With the exception of one
individual, all were aspiring artists who gave their all in trying to record a hit 45 rpm vinyl record
that would give them some notable household-name recognition, and they rubbed shoulders with
major artists to help get the job done. The non-musician, however, had no interest in making a hit
record, but the fact that this individual emceed perhaps the most famous rock-and-roll music event
that became known as “the day the music died,” is as good as it gets for a meaningful historic
contribution.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: Billboard , 1966-02-05 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: All Over the Map Michael Corcoran, 2017-05-15 A lavishly
illustrated collection of forty-two profiles of Texas music pioneers, most underrated or overlooked,
All Over the Map: True Heroes of Texas Music covers the musical landscape of a most musical state.
The first edition was published in 2005 to wide acclaim. This second edition includes updated
information, a bonus section of six behind-the-scenes heroes, and fifteen new portraits of Lefty
Frizzell, Janis Joplin, and others, spanning such diverse styles as blues, country, hip-hop, conjunto,
gospel, rock, and jazz. D.J. Stout and Pentagram designed the reborn edition, with photographer
Scott Newton providing portraits. Michael Corcoran has been writing about Texas music for more
than thirty years, for the Dallas Morning News and Austin American Statesman, as well as in such
publications as Texas Monthly and Spin. These pieces are based on his personal interviews with
their subjects as well as in-depth research. Expertly written with flair, the book is a musical waltz
across Texas.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: A Music Enthusiast Guide to Songs You Should Have on Your
I-Pod J. R. McManus, 2009-09 A Music Enthusiast Guide to Songs You Should Have on Your I-Pod is
an A-Z guide to bands and songs that every music lover should have. I have spent the last year
compiling a list of over 2000 songs from over 500 bands which includes bands from the 1950's
through today. Some bands you may be familiar with and some you may never have heard of. I've
listed songs that topped the charts, B-Sides, rare tracks and deeper cuts to give you the essential
Songs You Should Have on Your I-Pod.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: River Teeth Joe Mackall, Daniel W. Lehman, 2020-02-15 To
celebrate twenty years of introducing talented new writers to readers and publishing great
nonfiction, the founding editors, Joe Mackall and Daniel W. Lehman, have selected their all-time
favorite essays published in River Teeth in this stunning collection.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: Billboard , 1966-10-22 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  i fought the law bobby fuller: I Wanna be Me Theodore Gracyk, 2001 Gracyk grapples with
the ways that rock shapes--limits and expands--our notions of who we can be in the world. [He] sees
rock as a mass art, open-ended and open to diverse (but not unlimited) interpretations. Recordings
reach millions, drawing people together in communities of listeners who respond viscerally to its
sound and intellectually to its messages. As an art form that proclaims its emotional authenticity and



resistance to convention, rock music constitutes part of the cultural apparatus from which
individuals mold personal and political identities. Going to the heart of this relationship between the
music's role in its performers' and fans' self-construction, Gracyk probes questions of gender and
appropriation. How can a feminist be a Stones fan or a straight man enjoy the Indigo Girls? Does
borrowing music that carries a racial identity always add up to exploitation, a charge leveled at Paul
Simon's Graceland? Rang[es] through forty years of rock history and offer[s] a trove of
anecdotes--Publisher description.
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