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beaumont newhall history of photography represents a cornerstone in the academic and cultural
understanding of photography as an art form and historical document. Beaumont Newhall was a
pioneering historian whose meticulous research and curatorial work helped establish photography’s
legitimacy within the fine arts world. His influential writings, particularly his seminal book "The History
of Photography," provide an extensive examination of photographic development from its inception in
the 19th century through its evolution in the 20th century. This article explores Beaumont Newhall’s
contributions to the history of photography, his role in shaping photographic scholarship, and the
enduring impact of his work on both collectors and institutions. Through an in-depth review, readers
will gain insight into the key themes and milestones outlined by Newhall and how his narrative
continues to influence contemporary photographic discourse. The following sections offer a detailed
exploration of his biography, major works, and the broader significance of his historical perspective
within the field.

Beaumont Newhall: Early Life and Career

The Seminal Work: "The History of Photography"

Newhall’s Influence on Photographic Scholarship and Museums

Key Themes in Beaumont Newhall’s Historical Narrative

Legacy and Continuing Impact in Photography Studies

Beaumont Newhall: Early Life and Career
Beaumont Newhall was born in 1908 and developed an early fascination with photography, which
eventually led to a lifelong dedication to the study and promotion of the medium. His academic
background includes studies in history and art, which shaped his analytical approach to photographic
history. Newhall’s career began in earnest during the 1930s, a period when photography was still
struggling to be recognized as a legitimate art form. He was instrumental in bridging the gap between
photography as a technical process and photography as an artistic and cultural practice.

Educational Background and Initial Interests
Newhall’s formal education included degrees in art history, which provided him with a strong
foundation for his future work in photographic history. His interests extended beyond mere technical
aspects, focusing on the cultural, artistic, and historical significance of photographs. This holistic
approach distinguished him from other early photography historians who often concentrated solely on
technological developments.



Early Positions and Curatorial Roles
One of Newhall’s earliest professional roles was as a curator at the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in
New York City. There, he was pivotal in establishing the photography department, which further
legitimized the medium within the museum context. His curatorial work included organizing
exhibitions that highlighted photography’s artistic qualities and its historical importance, setting a
precedent for future museum practices.

The Seminal Work: "The History of Photography"
Published initially in 1937, Beaumont Newhall’s book "The History of Photography" remains one of the
most comprehensive and authoritative texts on the subject. This work systematically traces the
invention, technical advancements, and artistic developments of photography from the early 19th
century through the modern era. The book has undergone several editions, each reflecting new
research and expanding on the medium’s evolution.

Structure and Content of the Book
The book is organized chronologically, beginning with the pioneering experiments of inventors such as
Nicéphore Niépce, Louis Daguerre, and William Henry Fox Talbot. Newhall’s narrative then explores
the technical innovations, such as the development of the daguerreotype, calotype, and gelatin silver
processes. Importantly, the book also discusses the aesthetic and cultural shifts brought about by
photography, including its role in portraiture, documentary, and artistic expression.

Impact on Photography Historiography
"The History of Photography" set a new standard for photographic historiography by combining
rigorous scholarship with accessible writing. Newhall’s balanced treatment of both technical and
artistic concerns influenced generations of historians, curators, and collectors. His work helped
transition photography from a peripheral curiosity to a major subject within art history and cultural
studies.

Newhall’s Influence on Photographic Scholarship and
Museums
Beyond his written contributions, Beaumont Newhall played a critical role in institutionalizing
photography as an academic discipline and museum collection category. His curatorship at MoMA and
advisory roles with other institutions helped secure photography’s place in museums worldwide.
Newhall also contributed to the development of photographic archives and scholarly resources that
remain essential to researchers today.



Curatorial Philosophy and Exhibitions
Newhall’s curatorial philosophy emphasized the importance of photography’s dual nature as both an
art form and a historical document. His exhibitions often showcased this duality by featuring works
ranging from early scientific photographs to contemporary artistic prints. This approach broadened
public and academic perceptions of photography, encouraging more nuanced appreciation and study.

Educational Contributions and Mentorship
Newhall was also deeply involved in education, teaching courses and mentoring emerging scholars
and curators. His influence extended through lectures, essays, and collaborative projects that helped
establish photography studies as a legitimate academic field. The networks he fostered contributed to
the growth of photographic archives and scholarship worldwide.

Key Themes in Beaumont Newhall’s Historical
Narrative
Several recurring themes emerge throughout Newhall’s history of photography, revealing his
perspective on the medium’s development and significance. These themes continue to resonate in
photographic scholarship and provide a framework for understanding photography’s complex role in
society.

Innovation and Technology
Newhall meticulously documented the technological advancements that made photography possible,
emphasizing the interplay between invention and artistic potential. From the earliest chemical
processes to improvements in cameras and printing techniques, he highlighted how innovation
shaped photographic practice.

Photography as an Art Form
Central to Newhall’s narrative is the argument that photography deserves recognition as a fine art. He
traced the gradual acceptance of photography within artistic circles and its influence on other visual
arts. This theme underscores his efforts to elevate photography’s status and advocate for its inclusion
in museum collections and academic discourse.

Photography’s Social and Cultural Roles
Newhall also addressed photography’s function beyond aesthetics, exploring its use in
documentation, journalism, science, and propaganda. He acknowledged the medium’s power to shape
public perception and historical memory, underscoring its importance as a cultural artifact.



Legacy and Continuing Impact in Photography Studies
Beaumont Newhall’s legacy endures through his writings, curatorial achievements, and the
institutions that continue to build upon his work. His scholarship laid the foundation for modern
photographic history and remains a reference point for researchers, educators, and collectors.

Enduring Influence on Photography Literature
Newhall’s "The History of Photography" continues to be cited and studied for its comprehensive scope
and authoritative voice. Subsequent historians have expanded and revised his narratives, but his
work remains a seminal text that shaped the field’s early development.

Institutional Foundations and Collections
The photography departments and archives he helped establish at major museums serve as vital
repositories for the medium’s history. These institutions frequently draw upon Newhall’s research and
curatorial principles, ensuring that his vision persists in contemporary practice.

Recognition and Honors
Newhall received numerous accolades for his contributions to photography history and curation. His
role in elevating photography’s cultural status is widely acknowledged, cementing his place as a
foundational figure in the study of photographic arts.

Early academic and artistic training

Curatorial leadership at major institutions

Comprehensive historical scholarship

Promotion of photography as fine art

Influence on photographic education and archives

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Beaumont Newhall?
Beaumont Newhall was an influential American curator, historian, and writer known for his significant
contributions to the field of photography history.



What is 'The History of Photography' by Beaumont Newhall?
It is a seminal book first published in 1937 that provides a comprehensive overview of the
development of photography from its inception to the modern era.

Why is Beaumont Newhall's 'History of Photography'
considered important?
Newhall's book is considered important because it was one of the first scholarly works to treat
photography as a legitimate art form and document its historical progression thoroughly.

How did Beaumont Newhall contribute to the Museum of
Modern Art (MoMA)?
Beaumont Newhall served as the curator of the photography department at MoMA, where he
organized influential exhibitions and helped establish photography as a key artistic medium.

What time period does Newhall's 'History of Photography'
cover?
The book covers the history of photography from its origins in the early 19th century through to
contemporary practices of the 20th century.

Did Beaumont Newhall revise 'The History of Photography'
after its first publication?
Yes, Newhall revised and expanded the book multiple times throughout his life to include new
developments and scholarship in photography.

How has 'The History of Photography' influenced photography
studies?
The book laid the foundation for academic study in photography, influencing generations of
photographers, historians, and curators.

What are some key themes in Beaumont Newhall's history of
photography?
Key themes include technological innovation, artistic expression, and the cultural impact of
photography over time.

Is Beaumont Newhall's work still relevant to contemporary
photography?
Yes, his work remains a foundational text for understanding the evolution of photography and
continues to be referenced in contemporary photographic scholarship.



Where can one find Beaumont Newhall's 'The History of
Photography'?
The book is widely available in libraries, bookstores, and online retailers, and many editions have
been published over the decades.

Additional Resources
1. The History of Photography: From 1839 to the Present
This seminal work by Beaumont Newhall provides a comprehensive overview of the development of
photography from its invention to modern times. It explores the technological advancements, key
figures, and cultural impact of photography. The book is widely regarded as a foundational text in
photographic history and theory.

2. Photography: A Cultural History by Mary Warner Marien
Marien’s book offers an engaging exploration of photography’s role within cultural and social
contexts. It complements Newhall’s historical approach by focusing on how photography reflects and
influences society. The richly illustrated volume covers major photographers and movements from the
19th century onward.

3. On Photography by Susan Sontag
Sontag’s collection of essays delves into the philosophical and ethical dimensions of photography.
While not a historical survey, it provides critical insights that deepen the understanding of
photography’s place in modern culture. The book challenges readers to think about the power and
implications of photographic images.

4. The Photographer’s Eye by John Szarkowski
This book examines the aesthetics and visual language of photography through the lens of a
renowned curator. Szarkowski’s analysis complements Newhall’s historical narrative by focusing on
the artistic qualities that define photographic works. It is an essential read for understanding
photographic composition and style.

5. Camera Lucida: Reflections on Photography by Roland Barthes
Barthes offers a personal and philosophical meditation on the nature of photography. The book
explores themes of memory, mortality, and the essence of photographic images. Its introspective
approach provides a unique perspective that enriches the historical study of photography.

6. Photography: A Concise History by Tom Ang
This concise volume offers a clear and accessible overview of photography’s evolution, from early
experiments to digital innovations. It provides a good introductory complement to Newhall’s more
detailed historical account. The book includes key dates, influential photographers, and major
technological milestones.

7. Magnum Contact Sheets edited by Kristen Lubben
This book provides insight into the creative process of some of the most famous photographers
affiliated with Magnum Photos. By examining contact sheets, readers gain an understanding of how
photographic stories are constructed. It serves as a practical and historical exploration of
documentary photography.



8. William Henry Fox Talbot and the Invention of Photography by Larry J. Schaaf
Focusing on one of photography’s pioneers, this book delves into Talbot’s experiments and
contributions to the medium’s invention. It complements Newhall’s broader history by providing an in-
depth look at the early technical developments. The detailed narrative highlights the origins of
photographic processes.

9. Looking at Photographs: 100 Pictures from the Collection of The Museum of Modern Art by John
Szarkowski
This curated selection of photographs offers readers a chance to analyze and appreciate iconic
images from the history of photography. Szarkowski’s commentary provides historical context and
artistic insight. The book is a valuable companion to Newhall’s historical framework, emphasizing
image interpretation.
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about the origins of photography. Spurred by rediscoveries of ‘first’ photographs and proclamations
of photography’s death in the digital age, scholars have been rethinking who and what invented the
medium. Photography and Its Origins reflects on this interest in photography’s beginnings by
reframing it in critical and specifically historiographical terms. How and why do we write about the
origins of the medium? Whom or what do we rely on to construct those narratives? What’s at stake
in choosing to tell stories of photography’s genesis in one way or another? And what kind of work
can those stories do? Edited by Tanya Sheehan and Andrés Mario Zervigón, this collection of 16
original essays, illustrated with 32 colour images, showcases prominent and emerging voices in the
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multiple scholarly directions. It is a source of well-informed, analytical and reflective discussions of
all the main subjects that photography scholars have been concerned with as well as a rigorous
study of the field’s persistent expansion at a time when digital technology regularly boosts our
exposure to new and historical photographs alike. Split into five core parts, the Handbook analyzes
the field’s histories, theories and research strategies; discusses photography in academic
disciplinary and interdisciplinary contexts; draws out the main concerns of photographic
scholarship; interrogates photography’s cultural and geopolitical influences; and examines
photography’s multiple uses and continued changing faces. Each part begins with an introductory
text, giving historical contextualization and scholarly orientation. Featuring the work of international
experts, and offering diverse examples, insights and discussions of the field’s rich historiography,
the Handbook provides critical guidance to the most recent research in photography studies. This
pioneering and comprehensive volume presents a systematic synopsis of the subject that will be an
invaluable resource for photography researchers and students from all disciplinary backgrounds in
the arts, humanities and social sciences.
  beaumont newhall history of photography: Photography: History and Theory Jae Emerling,
2013-03-01 Photography: History and Theory introduces students to both the history of photography
and critical theory. From its inception in the nineteenth century, photography has instigated a series
of theoretical debates. In this new text, Jae Emerling therefore argues that the most insightful way
to approach the histories of photography is to address simultaneously the key events of photographic
history alongside the theoretical discourse that accompanied them. While the nineteenth century is
discussed, the central focus of the text is on modern and contemporary photographic theory.
Particular attention is paid to key thinkers, such as Baudelaire, Barthes and Sontag. In addition, the
centrality of photography to contemporary art practice is addressed through the theoretical work of
Allan Sekula, John Tagg, Rosalind Krauss, and Vilém Flusser. The text also includes readings of



many canonical photographers and exhibitions including: Atget, Brassai, August Sander, Walker
Evans, The Family of Man, Diane Arbus, Lee Friedlander, Cindy Sherman, Bernd and Hilla Becher,
Sebastaio Salgado, Jeff Wall, and others. In addition, Emerling provides close readings of key
passages from some major theoretical texts. These glosses come between the chapters and serve as
a conceptual line that connects them. Glosses include: Roland Barthes, The Rhetoric of the Image
(1964) Susan Sontag, Regarding the Pain of Others (2002) Michel Foucault on the archive (1969)
Walter Benjamin, Little History of Photography (1931) Vilém Flusser, Towards a Philosophy of
Photography (1983) A substantial glossary of critical terms and names, as well as an extensive
bibliography, make this the ideal book for courses on the history and theory of photography.
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do, based on ratings and number of bookings. These rankings are informed by Tripadvisor data—we
consider traveler reviews, ratings, number of page views,
Visit Beaumont, TX | Events, Things To Do, Restaurants & Hotels Start your adventure in
Beaumont with bold flavors, quirky museums, local music, and family fun across walkable,
welcoming neighborhoods
16 Cool Things to Do in Beaumont Texas - McCool Travel   Our favorite fun and cool things to
do in Beaumont are perfect whether you have a southeast Texas vacation for several days or make a
quick stop on an I-10 road trip
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